TYPES OF ROPE

The two most popular naturalibre ropes are manila and

hemp. The common man-made-fibre (synthetic) ropes are

nylon, polyester and polypropylene. You'll find some char

acteristics of these popular types of rope in the chart below.

Characteristics of popular types of rope

Type Nylon Polyester Polypropylene  Natural Fibre
Cost high high medium medium low
Ease of Knotting fairfgood fairfoood very poor good
Tensile Strength high high medium low
Effect of Water |0ss slow gain gain varies
on Strength

Stretch high low low low
Shock Absorption good fair poar very poor
Flexing Endurance good food poor poor
Behaviour on Water 5inks sinks flpals 5inks
Resistance fair good poor varies

to Sunlight

Resistance to Heat fair fair poor varies
Approximate 2200 2500 160 C burms
Melting Point

Resistance to fair good poor VEry poor
Wet Freezing

Resistance to qood good good VEry poor
Damp Storage

Resistance to fair fair fair very poor
Chemicals {avoid acids) | (avoid aikalis) | (avoid solvents)

Electrical poor qgood good poor
Insulation (Dry)

The following pages (7, 8, 9, 10) show how to tie some
standard knots in man-made-fibre (synthetic) ropes.
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